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Nationals Officials – Applications now open 
 
The Council is currently taking applications for the following important roles for the 
National Finals of the New Zealand Schools’ Debating Champs: 
 

·  Chief Adjudicator 
·  Adjudicators; and 
·  Members of the Motions Committee 

 
Chief Adjudicator 
 
The Chief Adjudicator heads the Motions Committee for Nationals (explained below). 
They also advise the Council as to which people they should appoint as adjudicators 
for Nationals. During the weekend the Chief Adjudicator is responsible for the allocation 
of adjudicators to debates (preliminary rounds, semi-finals and Grand Final) and the 
running of the draw. The Chief Adjudicator obviously must be available to be at 
Nationals in Wellington from 7 to 10 August.  
 
The Council will meet the flight and accommodation costs of the Chief Adjudicator 
should they hail from outside Wellington. 
 
Please send a short debating and adjudication CV to the President of the Council, 
Christopher Bishop via email: president@debating.org.nz by 5pm, June 18. Applicants 
will be informed by 7pm, Sunday June 21  via email. 
 
Adjudicators 
 
We are also looking for adjudicators for Nationals. If you: 
 

·  are experienced at judging schools' debates; 
·  can deliver articulate oral adjudications; 
·  command respect as an adjudicator; and 
·  are available to be in Wellington from Friday 7 to Monday 10 August; 

�
Then we'd love to hear from you. Judges from outside of Wellington will have their flight 
and accommodation costs covered by the Council. 
 
Please send a short debating and adjudication CV to the President of the Council, 
Christopher Bishop, via email: president@debating.org.nz by 5pm, June 18 . 
Applications will be passed to the Chief Adjudicator who will make recommendations to 
Council as to whom to appoint. Applicants will be informed by 5pm, June 24.  
 
Motions Committee 
 
The Motions Committee consists of the Chief Adjudicator and two other persons. The 
Committee decides all the motions used at Nationals. 
 
Please send a short debating and adjudication CV to the President of the Council, 
Christopher Bishop, via email: president@debating.org.nz by 5pm, June 18. Applicants 
will be informed by 7pm, Sunday June 21 via email.��
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Prime Minister’s Function for the 2008 NZ Team 
 

On Monday 11 May the Prime Minister, Hon John Key, 
hosted a reception in the Grand Hall of the New Zealand 
Parliament to congratulate the world champion 2008 
Russell McVeagh New Zealand Schools’ Debating Team. 

The speeches from the event were videoed and you can 
find them on the NZSDC website: www.debating.org.nz. 
The Prime Minister speaks first, followed by Maria English 
(Captain of the NZ team), Tim Clarke (Partner at Russell 
McVeagh), and Christopher Bishop, the President of the 
New Zealand Schools’ Debating Council. 

Also present were the Minister of Education, Hon Anne 
Tolley, the Attorney-General, Hon Christopher Finlayson, 
the Minister of Revenue, Hon Peter Dunne, and Jacinda 
Ardern MP (a New Zealand Schools’ Debating Council 
alumna), along with proud family and friends. 

 

The 2008 Russell McVeagh New Zealand Schools Debating Team with Hon John Key, Prime Minister: 
(L-R) Tom Chen, Holly Jenkins, Maria English, Jennifer Savage, Hon John Key, Ben Kornfeld 
 
More photos can be viewed at www.debating.org.nz 
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Regionals Round-Up 
 
Regionals are over for another year. Below you’ll find the results from each 
competition. More information, including full reports on each tournament as well as 
photos, can be found at www.debating.org.nz 

 
Wellington 

4-5 April at Samuel Marsden 
Collegiate School 

 
Winners of the Wellington 
Speaking Union Cup: Samuel 
Marsden Collegiate School 
 
Runners-Up: Wellington College 2 
 
Best Speaker: Maria English 
(Samuel Marsden Collegiate 
School) 
 
 

Wellington squad 2009 
 

Wellington Squad: Maria English (Samuel Marsden Collegiate School), Jasmin Moran 
(Chilton St James School), Jodie O’Neill (Chilton St James School), Nick Cross (Scots 
College), Carlos Carbannato-Bowkett (Wellington College), Julia Wells (Wellington East 
Girls’ College) 
 

Nelson / Marlborough 
5 April at Marlborough Boys’ College, Blenheim 

 
Winners of the Jeremy Johnson Cup: Greymouth High School 
 
Runners-Up: Nayland College 
 
Best Speaker: Abby Ward (Nayland College) 
 
Nelson / Marlborough Team: Abby Ward (Nayland College), Joseph Habgood (Nayland 
College), Poppy Buckley (Marlborough Girls’ College) 
 
 

Waikato 
4-5 April at Waikato University, Hamilton 

 
Winners of the Alexandra Gillespie Cup: Mount Maunganui College 
 
Runners-Up: St Paul’s Collegiate 
 
Waikato Team:  Luke Craven (Bethlehem College), John Scott-Jones (St Paul’s 
Collegiate), Thomas Lamusse (St Peter’s College). 
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Auckland  
2-3 May at St Kentigern College, 

Auckland 
 
Winners of the Claire Ryan Cup: St 
Kentigern College 
 
Runners-Up: Auckland Grammar  
School 
 
Winners of the Convenors’ Cup for Best 
Speaker: Josh Baxter (Auckland 
Grammar School) 

Rory Nolan speaks in the Grand Final 
 

Auckland Squad: Josh Baxter (Auckland Grammar School), Motaz Al-Chanati 
(Westlake Boys’ High School), Natasha Frost (Kristin School), Scott Ashby (Kristin 
School), Rory Nolan (St Kentigern College), Aria Newfield (St Cuthbert’s College). 
 

Hawke’s Bay 
2-3 May at Lindisfarne 

College, Hastings 
 
Winners of the Bioethics 
Council Trophy:  Campion 
College 
 
Runners-Up: Karamu High 
School 
 
Winner of the Bioethics 
Council Cup for Best 
Speaker: Cameron Price 
(Napier Boys’ High School) 
      The competitors at Hawke’s Bay Regionals 2009  
Hawke’s Bay Regional Team: Sonya Clark (Karamu High School), Cameron Price 
(Napier Boys’ High School), Alexandra Morris (Karamu High School) 

 
Northland  

10 May at Kerikeri High 
School, Kerikeri 

 
Winners: Kerikeri High School 
 
Runners-Up: Whangarei Boys’ High 
School 
 
Northland Regional Team: Corinne Marti 
(Kerikeri High School), Emma Smith 
(Whangarei Girls’ High School), Thomas 
Scott-Smith (Otamatea College). 

Northland Regional Team and Development Squad 
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“The Press” Canterbury 
16-17 May at the Cranmer 

Centre, Christchurch 
 
Winners of the Speakers’ Club 
Trophy: Shirley Boys’ High 
School 
 
Runners-Up: Villa Maria College 
 
Winner of the CSU Trophy for 
Best Speaker: Josh Toohey (St 
Thomas of Canterbury College) 

Canterbury Regional Squad 2009 
 

Canterbury Regional Squad: Tim Robinson (St Bede’s), Tom O’Brien (Christ’s College) 
Josh Toohey (St Thomas of Canterbury College), Vicky Clarke (Christchurch Girls’ 
High), Finn Davis (Unlimited Paenga Tawhiti), Patrick Carroll (St Andrew’s College) 
 

Central North Island 
16-17 May at St Peter’s College, Palmerston North 

 
Winners of the Sir Michael Hardie Boys Cup:  Palmerston North Boys’ High School 
 
Runners-Up: Wanganui High School A 
 
Best Speaker: Hamish Journeaux (Palmerston North Boys’ High School) 
 
CNI Regional Team: Hamish Journeaux (Palmerston North Boys’ High School), Brierley 
Penn (Wanganui High School), Alex Carswell (Palmerston North Girls’ High School) 
 

 
Otago-Southland 

23-24 May at Columba College, 
Dunedin 

 
Winners of the Otago University 
Debating Society Cup: Otago Boys’ 
High School 
 
Runners-Up: Columba College 
 
Otago-Southland Regional Team: 
Alice Marsh (Columba College), Kurt 
Purdon (Otago Boys’ High School), 
Alice Waterman (Columba College) 

Winners of Otago Regionals 2009 
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Alumni News 
 

NZSDC alumni have been doing well in recent university debating competitions 
 
Easters 
 
Congratulations to Richard D’Ath (Nationals 06, NZ Team 06) 
and Seb Templeton (Wellington Regionals 2005) who won the 
NZ University Impromptu Debating Champs in Hawera in 
April. In the final they defeated Yogesh Patel (Nationals 04, 
05, NZ Team 05) and Ella Edginton (Nationals 07, NZ Team 
07). Richard was named as the best speaker of the 
tournament and with Seb made up the NZU Impromptu 
Debating Team. 
 
 

 
Thropy 
 
Congratulations to Holly Jenkins (Nationals 07, 08, NZ Team 08), Paul Smith (Nationals 
07, NZ Team 07) and Frances Ratner (Nationals 08) who won the North Island Novice 
Debating tournament recently. In the final they defeated a team including Johanna 
McDavitt (Nationals 08). Holly won the best speaker award and was joined in the North 
Island tournament team by Paul as well as Ben Kornfeld (Nationals 07, 08, NZ Team 
08). 
 

Send us your news! 
 

We’re always interested in receiving alumni news. Please email 
president@debating.org.nz with stories of debating, academic, or professional success! 
 


